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26. PHILOSOPHY (CODE NO. 040)

Objectives

Philosophy is a theoretical enterprise, which discusses critically fundamental questions about life and reality.
It deals with fundamental concepts and principles, which pertain to different disciplines but are not examined
within these disciplines. In India, philosophy is called darsana, and means exploring the meaning of life, which
enables a person to move towards the realization of the ultimate truth. This syllabus is designed to give
students a glimpse of the nature of philosophical inquiry and issues discussed in both Indian and Western
traditions in their main branches of Philosophy: Epistemology, Logic, Ethics, and Metaphysics. The course
will encourage students to do reflective and critical thinking, and develop a perspective on life and the world.

Class XI (Theory) (2013-14)

Theory Paper 100 marks
Time: 3 Hours

S. No. Units No. of Periods Marks

1 Indian Theories of Knowledge (Epistemology) 50 20

2 Western Theories of Knowledge (Epistemology) 50 20

3 Principles of Reasoning (Logic) 140 60

Total 240 100

Unit 1: Indian Theories of Knowledge (Epistemology) (Total 50 Periods)              20 Marks

(i) Classification of Indian philosophical systems (5 pds)

(ii) Six ways of knowing in Indian Philosophy (5 pds)

(iii) Nyaya of definition of perception and distinction between determinate and
indeterminate perception (10 pds)

(iv) Buddhist view on indeterminate perception (10 pds)

(v) Nyaya view on inference (Nyaya): Vyapti, tarka, and kinds of Anumana (15 pds)

(vi) Carvaka's critique of inference (5 pds)

Unit 2: Western Theories of Knowledge (Epistemology) (Total 50 Periods)             20 Marks

(vii) Rationalism: Descartes on universal and certain knowledge,
Method of doubt (12 pds)

(viii) Empiricism: Locke on rejection of innate ideas, origin of ideas,
kinds of knowledge (13 pds)

(ix) Hume - Impressions and Ideas, Kinds of knowledge,
skepticism (causation, self) (12 pds)

(x) Kant: Synthetic a priori knowledge (13 pds)

Unit 3: Principles of Reasoning (Logic) (Total 140 Periods)             60 Marks

(A) Aristotelian Logic 25 Marks

(xi) The nature and subject-matter of logic (10 pds)
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(xii) Terms, sentences, propositions, truth and validity (15 pds)

(xiii) Relations between propositions - square of opposition (20 pds)

(xiv) Changing sentences into their logical form (15 pds)

(xv) Categorical syllogism (20 pds)

(B) Symbolic Logic 25 Marks

(xvi)  Value of use of symbols, symbolization, variable and constant (15 pds)

 (xvii) Truth function and truth-functional connectives, Truth Table (22 pds)

(C) Inductive Reasoning                                                                                 10 Marks

(xviii) Mill's Methods of Experimental Inquiry (23 pds)
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